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body concealed all this time, seemed utterly incredible.
Remained the two theories, propounded by Favers-
ham and Oldland respectively. " Do you think it pos-
sible that Mr. Venner, after he left the flat, was attacked
by a sudden loss of memory?" Dr. Priestley asked.
Again she shook her head. " I've thought of that.
One does see cases like that in the papers. But for one
thing he'd only have to look in his note-case to find
out who he was. And, for another, there was nothing
the matter with his memory when he left here. He had
been going through some of the past details of the
business with me, and he remembered all sorts of things
that I didn't. And he wouldn't suddenly have for-
gotten all that, surely?"
Dr. Priestley was bound to agree that such sudden
loss of memory was unlikely. And he had no wish to
broach Faversham's theory, for he had seen enough of
Miss Loveday by now to guess what her objection would
be. " Oh, he wouldn't have done that!" And this Dr.
Priestley believed to be no objection at all. He held
that it was impossible to forecast the effect upon any
man of hitherto unexperienced circumstances, or to guess
to what action they might impel him.
" There remains only one question for me to ask on
behalf of my friend Mr. McArdle," he said. *' You
tell me that Mr. Venner has no associate in the business.
But surely he employed a solicitor, who would be em-
powered to take charge of his affairs in any
eventuality?"
"Mr. Venner would never have anything to do with
solicitors/" she replied. " He was always afraid of their
interfering, or professing to know more about the
business than hejdid himself. I believe that's one reason
why he never made a will. He hated discussing his
affairs with a stranger."
Dr.  Priestlev began  to make preparations for his